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Based upon atrue
story, Tail Gunner’s
Song is about two
talented musicians
who grow up inthe
roaring twenties
and depression
trying to discover
the meaning of
bravery, sexuality,
romance, love,
loyalty, and
unspeakable fear as
World Wer I1
eventually sucks
A Novel them into its lethal
0)Y ! - f vortex.

Tail Gunner’s
Song

Peter - . " - . tisabout young
] ' women stumbling
Owens into anational
upheaval in
feminineidentity
that has been
shredded by two wars and the unraveling of Victorian virtue.

Caught in erotic entanglements rushed by events, the characters of
Tail Gunner’s Song lurch into our modern age desperate to discover
who they are asthe world’s most horrifying war swoops over them
before they are fully formed. Fighting for their livesin the air and
for love on the ground, Johnny and Angel wrestle with their
demons, passions, and fears. They are boys—innocent, rambunc-
tious, adventuresome, and magnetic—but their women and their
country demand that they be men. Tail Gunner’s Song istheir story,
their collision with life, itsfailures, frustrations, hungers, hilarities,
and punishing dangers.

We begin with a glimpse of their final flight as their damaged B-17
heavy bomber limpsinto a furious thunderhead over the mountains
of New Guineaon their final flight before being shipped home.
Seasoned warriors of eighty-three missions blessed by luck and
growing skill, tail gunner Johnny and Angel his pilot must face their
moment of truth. Battered by the vicious storm and shredded by
enemy fire, their luck runs out, and they are exposed utterly to all
that they have ever been—their character, friendship, judgment, and
bravery, frozen in the face of death.

So who are they, and what will they do? What propels peoplein the
face of war and death?
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Reviews of Rips
Peter Owens' first novel

“Rips... awonderful read.... packed
with adventure, romance and stunning
depictions of nature.”— Boston Globe
book columnist Katherine A. Powers,
writing for DeltaAirline's Sky Maga-
zine

“A rip-snorting read! | was well hooked.
The history was fascinating, aswasthe
constant sense of menace. Great
characters, furious pace.”
—Award-winning British writer Graham
Joyce, author of ten novels

“Ripsisagreat historical novel full of
action, adventure, romance and memo-
rable characters.
Ripping through this
dark but ultimately
uplifting story isthe
mighty St. Lawrence
River, which actsasa
metaphor of the
history of the North
American experience,
where the themes are
identity, exuberance and survival.... |
highly recommend this book.” — Ernest
Hebert, author of The Old American,
The Dogs of March and five other
novels.

“With the river and sudden turns of war
sweeping along its compelling and
culturally diverse characters, the
adventure story isaripping good yarn
set against the authentic backdrop of
regional history.... theriver itself avital
and imposing character in the unfolding
tale, not unlike Mark Twain'sMissis-
sippi River.”

— John Golden, Watertown Daily
Times

“Morethan ahistory lesson, it’sfilled
with believable characters, carefully
crafted drama, and intriguing insights
into North America’ s past....” — Todd
Moe, North Country Public Radio




About Tail Gunner’s Song... continued

We segue to Johnny at five falling from a giant maple tree in his backyard
while playing war gameswith his older brother—Johnny’sfirst encounter with
the requirements of courage. Stitched up without Novocaine by a country
doctor, Johnny howls, sobs, faints, and wakes up giggling to the arrival of
Angel, playing his piccolo to their trademark song, “When Johnny Comes
Marching Home.”

We meet Johnny's stern, forbiddingly macho father who craves that Johnny
become awarrior hunter but fears he may be a sissy. We meet his mom,
devoutly Catholic, eager to nourish Johnny’s passion for music, his deeper
sensibility and goodness. Johnny and Angel—inseparable buddies—tangle
with bigots who sneer at Angel, the “wop,” and Johnny, the shrimpy littlerich
boy, whose dad owns the stone quarry and controls the livelihoods of the men
intheir village. They fly together in Angel’s dad’s biplane, narrowly surviving
an engine fire during which Johnny discovers the paralysis of fear and Angel
an uncommon defiance of danger.

When Johnny travelsto Cape Cod for summer vacation with mom, we meet
Evy, acleverly comic coquette who teaches Johnny, barely twelve, the wicked
joys of sex and conspireswith him to fool his priests about his hilariously
rampant sins. Sheishisfirst love, hisintroduction to hiswondrously carna
demons.

A few yearslater during a college summer on Cape Cod, we meet Alma,
nearly ahead taller than Johnny, wildly sexy yet suffering from a deep longing
to be beautiful, which sheis not. She wins Johnny with her body and scolds
him for never loving her. Johnny issmall, alwaysthe “ squirt” whose magnetic
innocence attracts the girls and ignites arivalry with Angel, now tall, hand-
some, charming, roguish—their friendship forged in music and boyhood
adventure,

With a piano mounted on the deck of their oyster sharpie sailboat, they
serenade Cape Cod mansion girls while bumping clam rakes with rough,
depression-era shell fishermen who are scornful of these college boys
invading their shoreline, their taverns and hometown girls. For Johnny and
Angel lifeisareckless search for joy punctuated by stumbles, sudden
discoveries, beautiful music, and conflicted, bumbling love. Beneath their
common exuberance, however, Johnny suffers from fits of doubt, while Angel
cultivates a pilot’s bravado that always seemsto serve them well.

At apool tablein Mad Jack’s Tavern, afisherman’s haunt, Peggy from the
local shacks seduces Angel with her sultry moves and searing wise-ass candor.
Beneath her raw gum-snapping veneer lurks an el egant diamond in the rough.
When her sullen ex-boyfriend beats her to a pulp and dashes her dream for a
stylish life, Angel turns his affectionsto Alma, Johnny’slover whom he
cannot really love with his heart.

Johnny can't let Almago even though he discovers Liney—sweet, innocent,
pretty, and warm, who breaks out in hives at the thought of sex with Johnny,
yet she offers him the intimacy he craves Johnny wants both Alma’s lust and
Liney’s gentle caring. The friendship between Johnny and Angel is nearly
shattered by jeal ousy, salvaged only by shared self-deprecating amusement at
their own ungovernable needs.

Continued on next page

More reviews of Rips...

“With wisdom and compassion his
muscular prose leads us through
myriad complex adventures.... Rips
isadeeply affecting and exciting
novel. | look forward to seeing other
books by thistalented author.”
—CadliforniaWriter Shirley Stuart
whose fiction has appeared in the
Kenyon Review.

“Ripsisanimmediate go, the
characters solid, the narrative skillful
and forward - moving.... The book
isnot only aripping good story with
compelling characters but also a
splendid insight into the America
that we don’t know sowell.... a
vivid image of the great St.
Lawrence River that istruly un-
known to most Americans, and it
does so with astrong feeling for the
natural world that isin the tradition
of the best writing in Fenimore
Cooper.” —William Barker, English
Professor Emeritus, Fitchburg State
College

“The characters are so real and
vivid. Owens haswonderfully
captured the earthy nuances of lifein
thetimethey lived.... thewritingis
beyond comparison — really first-
rate and compelling. | couldn’t put it
down!”

—Theresa Barbo, President of the
Cape Cod Maritime History Asso-
ciation and author of Murder Hill

Peter Owensisan award-
winning...
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About Tail Gunner’s Song...

continued

Even after they ship out to the
Pacific war, their longingstrail
them. Angel fallsmadly inlove
with the voluptuous Maxeen, a
doomed Australian war widow,
and Johnny accuses Liney of
tossing him away for a British
fighter pilot shemeetsina
Nottingham hospital where sheis
shipped to tend wounded allied
troops. Liney respondswith
stunning truths that shock Johnny
into arenewed and regretful love.
Johnny and Angel gather local
girlsfrom amilitary bakery near
their base in Australiaand stage a
raucous cabaret, the war raging,
the danger of their missions
building to afever pitch over two
harrowing years. To the end they
play, yet yearn for lifeand love.

Tail Gunner’s Song is based upon
the true story of thelast B-17
heavy bomber to be lost in combat
during the Pacific War, just before
shipping home to safety. Only one
of them makesit homeadlive. Itis
astory about their vitality and
imperfect formation as young
men, about Johnny’slife-long
bout with crippling fear, assuaged
only by the music he plays on his
piccolo, trapped in the lethal
bubble of histail gunner’s canopy.

Itisastory about an enormously
rich friendship shaped by music,
fun, fear, danger, and the clumsy
intimacy of men struggling to
understand themselves. They
charge through life armed with the
brave face of bravado and a
baffling crowd of personal
demons. And in the face of desth,
they become who they always
were, one fated to death and the
other to survive, their lives
cemented in loyalty and trust.

| offer Tail Gunner’s Song for
your consideration.
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